
 

 

 

Office of the Chief Information Officer 
200 E Grand Ave. 

Des Moines, IA 50309 

 

Re: Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant #006  

  

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

  

I am writing this to support Panora Communication Cooperative’s application 

to the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant #006 program.  I am the 

President of the Board of Directors for the Whiterock Conservancy just outside 

of Coon Rapids, Iowa and the lack of broadband access has had a significant 

impact on the Conservancy and our neighbors. Our inability to go online to 

work and learn from home puts us at a significant disadvantage compared to 

those with access. Panora’s application proposes to construct a fiber broadband 

network that will support gigabit broadband.  The project will directly support 

over 50 homes, farms and businesses in the area. These include the Whiterock 

Conservancy – a nonprofit land trust, and POET – a biofuels refinery.  

 

As a local business leader, I believe this project is needed for children to be 

able to learn and families to remain connected. It is also needed to attract and 

retain the necessary workforce talent to our area.  As the pandemic has shown, 

students and employees need to be able to work remotely otherwise they will 

fall behind their peers. The construction of a fiber network would be vital to our 

area and address these problems. 

 

I urge you to support this application.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Butch Niebuhr 

Board President  
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www.whiterockconservancy.org 
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